
Tricks and Trips to Manage UK journey

UK



1. The Student Discount Apps


The day a student gets their university email address (.ac.uk), 

they should sign up for these free platforms. They unlock 10% to 

20% off high-street stores, restaurants, and tech.


UNiDAYS (Free): Essential for tech (up to 10% off Apple, major 

discounts on Dell/Samsung) and fashion (ASOS, Nike).


Student Beans (Free): Excellent for food, health, and fitness. 

They regularly have exclusive discounts for McDonald's, Uber 

Eats, and Gymshark.


TOTUM (Free Basic version, Paid Premium): Run by the 

National Union of Students (NUS). The paid version can double 

as an official proof-of-age card in the UK, saving you from 

carrying your passport on nights out. It also unlocks excellent 

grocery discounts (like 10% off at Co-op supermarkets).


2. Food & Grocery Survival Apps


Too Good To Go: An app where cafes, bakeries, and 

supermarkets (like Greggs, Starbucks, and Morrisons) sell 

"Magic Bags" of surplus food that would otherwise go to 

waste at the end of the day. You pay a fraction of the price 

(usually £3 to £4 for £12 to £15 worth of fresh food).


Olio: A free food-sharing app where neighbors and local 

businesses post surplus food that is perfectly good but needs 

to be used. Everything listed on Olio is completely free.









Supermarket Loyalty Apps: Avoid "Express" or "Local" 

convenience stores for your weekly shop; they are 10–20% 

more expensive than large supermarkets. Shop at budget 

chains like Aldi and Lidl. For standard supermarkets (Tesco, 

Sainsbury's), download the Tesco Clubcard or Sainsbury's 

Nectar app immediately. Many items on the shelves have a 

drastically lower price reserved only for loyalty app users.


3. Entertainment & Digital Subscriptions


Amazon Prime Student: Students get a 6-month free trial of 

Amazon Prime (which includes free next-day delivery on 

textbooks/supplies and Prime Video). After 6 months, it 

converts to half the standard price (around £4.49/month).


Spotify Student: Cuts the standard premium subscription 

price nearly in half (down to £5.99/month) and often bundles 

in other entertainment perks.


Kanopy / Box of Broadcasts: Many UK University libraries 

subscribe to these services. Students can stream thousands of 

movies, documentaries, and past UK TV broadcasts for 

absolutely free using their university library login details.



4. Smart Travel & Commuting Tricks


Outside of the essential 16–25 Railcard (which gives 1/3 off 

trains), use these digital tools to navigate cheaply:


Citymapper: While Google Maps is great, Citymapper is the 

ultimate transport app for major UK cities like London, 

Manchester, and Birmingham. It gives hyper-precise, real-

time tracking of buses, tubes, and trains, details the exact 

cost of each route, and even tells you which section of the 

train to board.


Trainline / Split Ticketing Apps: Use the Trainline app to 

book digital tickets and load your Railcard. For long-

distance journeys, check apps like TrainSplit or Ticketty 

Split, which find cheaper legal loop-holes by dividing one 

long trip into multiple consecutive tickets.


Coach Apps (Megabus / FlixBus / National Express): If 

trains are too expensive, coaches are the cheapest way to 

travel between UK cities. Megabus and FlixBus routes can 

sometimes be booked for as little as £2 to £5 if secured in 

advance.


5. Fintech & Sending Money Home


Traditional high-street banks can charge steep fees and poor 

exchange rates for international transfers.



Monzo or Revolut: These digital banking apps are incredibly 

popular in the UK. They allow you to set up an account in 

minutes from your phone, offer built-in budget tracking tools, 

let you split bills instantly with classmates, and give excellent 

mid-market exchange rates without hidden fees when 

traveling or transferring money.


Wise (formerly TransferWise): The gold standard for 

international students moving large amounts of money (like 

tuition or rent) from home bank accounts to a UK account 

with minimal conversion loss.


The In-Store Discounts: In the UK, even if a shop does not have a 

"Student Discount" sign posted at the cash register, students 

should always ask" Do you offer a student discount?" before 

tapping their card. A massive percentage of clothing stores, 

cafes, and independent shops will happily take 10% off the bill 

just by looking at a university ID card.


